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The First Forum and Fellowship on Tobacco Control for the Media

We have the laws, we have the policies, we have the health warnings, and most of all the medical evidence to prove that smoking can be fatal. Sari-sari stores still stock cigarettes at on their shelves, and children sell them on the street. Big tobacco companies are still in business, smokers continue to spend up to 20% of their income on cigarettes, and more young people, especially teen women, are getting hooked into smoking. 

We know all about it, but does the public have a clue?

The Probe Media Foundation, Inc. (PMFI) and the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control - Alliance Philippines (FCAP) invite you to clear up the smokey veil of misunderstanding and unawareness. Be part of Mga Nagbabagang Kwento: Media Forum on Tobacco Control on February 12, 2010 at the Topaz room, Gateway Suites, 4th floor, Gateway Mall, Araneta Center, Cubao, Quezon City.
The forum aims to bring together the best and brightest print, photo and broadcast journalists in the country in a one-day session, to discuss relevant topics on tobacco control. Dialogues between media practitioners, members of civil society, government and others will help clarify issues, including:

· Tobacco industry’s tactics to circumvent RA 9211 or the Tobacco Regulation Act, challenges on the government to implement the UN World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) 

· A sense of the ongoing debates in Congress about the pending bills on Picture-Based Health Warnings in Cigarette Packs, and Sin Tax Restructuring through testimonies of legislators and government officials who witnessed the deliberation

· Views from the tobacco industry, such as methods of promoting the products, tobacco farmers, interference in policy, etc.

· Testimonies from victims of tobacco use
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As one of the most influential agents in society, the public rely on media practitioners to tell the stories that have the power to inform and empower.  Join PMFI, FCAP and tobacco control advocates reveal the stories that can make a difference. 

When you attend the one-day forum, you have the chance to apply for the Tobacco Control Media Fellowship, where media professionals can submit story proposals on tobacco control issues. Grants of up to P75,000 will be available to ten selected media professionals, as support for stories on the issue, with technical support from PMFI and FCAP. 

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to tell the stories that can save lives.

	To confirm your attendance to the Media Forum on Tobacco Control, please send an email with your name, media organization and contact details no later than February 8, 2010 to the Probe Media Foundation Inc., through pmfi@probefound.com or probefound@yahoo.com with the subject: Tobacco Control for Media Forum. Alternately, you may call PMFI at 433-4656 or send a fax through 433-0457.  

You may also visit www.probefound.com for more details.



FELLOWSHIP APPLICATION FORM

A fellowship program for media professionals in print and television on reporting stories on RA 9211 or the Tobacco Control Regulation Act  
	Personal and Contact Information

	First name:  
	Last name:

	Birthdate: (dd/mo/yr)
	Gender:   (  Male     ( Female

	Area/Province:
	

	Home Address:



	Home telephone:


	Home fax:

	Mobile number:


	Personal email:

	AGENCY INFORMATION 

	Type of media:        ( TV      ( Print    ( Online media

	Name of agency/network:



	Description of agency/network:



	Publication circulation or Broadcast Areas Covered: (indicate number of audience or subscribers, and/or areas covered)



	Beat or name of program:



	Description of beat or program:



	Office Address:



	Office telephone:


	Office fax:

	Office email address:



	Web site (if applicable):



	EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

	Position:

Please indicate employment status: ( Contractual  ( Regular  ( Blocktimer ( Other, specify:____________

	Description of responsibilities:



	Years in media work:

	Name and designation of immediate supervisor:



	Email and mobile/telephone of immediate supervisor:



	Last training attended: (indicate date, venue, organizer and topic)



	KNOWLEDGE ON TOBACCO CONTROL ISSUES

	Have you ever attended any training course/orientation on smoking/tobacco control issues? ( Yes ( No

If yes, please provide details.



	Is your agency/program currently covering issues on tobacco control? ( Yes ( No

If yes, please describe.



	What would you like to learn about reporting/covering tobacco control issues?



	What problems do you think you will face in reporting stories about tobacco control?



	PROPOSED COVERAGE

	What story or stories on the issue of tobacco control would you like to do for broadcast or publication in your media agency/network? 

Please fill up the attached proposal form.  You may propose as many as three (3) topics. Use one proposal form per topic.  We encourage applicants to do initial research on the topics so that they have a better chance at being considered for the fellowship.  The proposed output should fit the following criteria:

· Focused on the topic of tobacco control, industry interference in the tobacco control act, etc. 

· Media output created must fit the format of your program (length/running time, format, language, etc.) and must be approved for production/coverage by your agency/network 

· Must be published or aired within April to June 2010
· Should treated as part of the applicant’s workload

	This is to certify that the information provided above is true and correct.

               Signature of Applicant:                                                                 Date:



	ENDORSEMENT

	Name of Editor-in-Chief/Station or Program Manager:



	Official designation:



	Contact Information: 



	Should the applicant be accepted to the program, our agency/network will allow him/her to participate in the activities and fulfill the reportage requirements of the Mindanao Media Fellowship.  

Signature of Supervisor:  





MEDIA FELLOWSHIP Proposal Form (Use one form per topic.  This form may be photocopied)

Note:  The proposed output should fit the following criteria:

· Focused on the topic of tobacco control, industry interference in the tobacco control act, etc. 

· Media output created must fit the format of your program (length/running time, format, language, etc.) and must be approved for production/coverage by your agency/network 

· Must be published or aired within April to June 2010
Shortlisted applicants may be asked for further details on the proposal and budget. Selected applicants shall be provided with a sub-grant to cover additional expenses. Applicant’s own agency/network should cover costs of the regular report or coverage.

	Name of Applicant & Organization:



	Topic or Subject:  (must focus on the theme of tobacco control)



	Project format and length:  (indicate if print – feature, news, etc. and number of pages/words  or broadcast – news, tv segment – number of minutes)


	Area of coverage: (indicate  city or place/s where coverage will take place)



	Summary and Background (maximum of 10 sentences that will tell us what the story is about.  Should be backed up by facts, not assumptions.  Please mention what new angle you will bring to the issue)



	Objectives and Rationale (What do you hope to achieve by doing this story?) 



	Interviewees and Images (Indicate the people you plan to interview and possible images to take)



	Budget Requested:  (only up to P75,000 will be covered.  Budget items will need to be approved and expenses will be checked)




SUBMIT THIS APPLICATION FORM & PROPOSAL ON OR BEFOR FEB 20, 2010 TO  


Probe Media Foundation - pmfi@probefound.com, probefound@yahoo.com or fax (632) 433-0456





SUBMIT THIS APPLICATION FORM & PROPOSAL FORM BY FEB 20, 2010 TO  Probe Media Foundation - pmfi@probefound.com, probefound@yahoo.com or fax (632) 433-0456
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Probe Media Foundation, Inc.

Unit 505 Sterten Place Condominium, 116 Maginhawa Street, Teacher’s Village East, Quezon City, 1101 Philippines

Tel. (632) 433-0456 Fax. (632) 433-0457 Email. pmfi@probefound.com  www.probefound.com


